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Summary of issues (including benefits to citizens/service users):

Independent Reviewing Officers quality assure the plans for children in care and children subject to
a protection plan. The Annual report (attached at Appendix 1) summarises activity and impact
during the course of 2016/17.

Recommendation(s):

1 | To note the content of this report.

1 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

1.1 The Corporate Parenting Board is one of the bodies that the IRO Annual report is
required to be presented to. This is because of the critical role that IROs play in
overseeing plans that relate to children who are in care.
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2.1

3.1

4.1

5.1

6.1

6.1

BACKGROUND (INCLUDING OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION)

The primary focus of the IRO is to critically examine and quality assure the Care
Planning and interventions of the Local Authority in respect of each child or young
person in care. Central to this is ensuring that the child’s wishes and feelings are
given full consideration in planning. The primary focus therefore is to ensure;

e There is robust challenge regarding decisions, where there is underlying poor
professional practice and when decisions are not being taken in the children’s
interests.

e To challenge the quality of analysis being undertaken, to ensure it identifies
the children’s needs.

e Those views of children, parents, carers and other professionals are given
sufficient weight in care planning.

OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED IN MAKING RECOMMENDATIONS

N/A

FINANCE COMMENTS (INCLUDING IMPLICATIONS AND VALUE FOR
MONEY/VAT)

N/A

LEGAL AND PROCUREMENT COMMENTS (INCLUDING RISK MANAGEMENT

ISSUES, AND LEGAL, CRIME AND DISORDER ACT AND PROCUREMENT
IMPLICATIONS)

N/A

STRATEGIC ASSETS & PROPERTY COMMENTS (FOR DECISION RELATING
TO ALL PROPERTY ASSETS AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE) (AREA
COMMITTEE REPORTS ONLY)

N/A

STRATEGIC ASSETS & PROPERTY COLLEAGUE COMMENTS (FOR DECISION
RELATING TO ALL PROPERTY ASSETS AND ASSOCIATED
INFRASTRUCTURE) (AREA COMMITTEE REPORTS ONLY)

N/A



7.1

8.1

9.1

EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Has the equality impact of the proposals in this report been assessed?

No X
An EIA is not required because:
(Please explain why an EIA is not necessary)

Not required as the report does not contain financial proposals or decisions

LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS OTHER THAN PUBLISHED WORKS OR
THOSE DISCLOSING CONFIDENTIAL OR EXEMPT INFORMATION

None.

PUBLISHED DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO IN COMPILING THIS REPORT

N/A



